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February Worship Schedule:  

Sunday, February 5th:  8:00am & 10:30am Worship YOUTH SUNDAY, No Communion 

Sunday, February 12th:  8:00am & 10:30am Worship with Communion 

Sunday, February 19th: 8:00 & 10:30am Worship with Communion 

 Wednesday, February 22:  6:30pm Ash Wednesday Worship  

Sunday, February 26th: 8:00am & 10:30am Worship with Communion 

 Wednesday, February 29:  6:30pm Lenten Worship  

FEBRUARY SPOTLIGHT:    

Tubing Night at Powder Ridge          
Powder Ridge has graciously offered a FUN tubing night again this year! On Wednesday, Feb. 8, 
the youth will be hosting the Tubing Night for all families at Powder Ridge. The cost per ticket will 
be $5 (with a cap of $15 per family.) The Tubing Night will start at 5:30pm and go until 8:30pm 
(meet at Powder Ridge at 5:30, transportation is not provided). This Sunday is the last Sunday to 
buy your tickets in between services, or you may also buy your ticket at Powder Ridge unless we 
have already hit our maximum ticket sales of 200. The funds will go to our youth programs.  

Questions call (320)-333-9450 or  

e-mail: c.s.schnettler@gmail.com. 
Thanks! 

mailto:c.s.schnettler@gmail.com


òI thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 

always in every prayer of  mine for you all making 

my prayer with joy, thankful for your partnership in 

the gospel from the first day until now.ó  Phil. 1:3-4 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 òTime flies when youõre having fun!ó  That 

old clich® has certainly rung true as I reflect back on 

our time together!  It has been such a joy for me 

(yes, even in òretirementó) to engage Godõs Word 

with a specific purpose behind it ð whether it be pre-

paring sermons that hopefully make a difference or 

preparing presentations for confirmation instruction 

that engage young minds in the unfolding of the 

gospel story, or seeking to offer some leadership 

from a òfaithó perspective to a congregation that is 

open and receptive to what God is up to in their 

lives.  These past twelve months have literally 

òflown by.ó   

 Now I find myself in a very familiar place 

that presents itself with a mix of joy and sadness; a 

place that I have encountered before when I have 

had to say goodbye to a community 

of faith that has blessed me with 

their support and friendship.  The 

joy comes from the privilege of 

working with folks like you who take 

the gospel seriously and who have 

offered support and encouragement 

again and again as we have worked 

together.  The sadness comes know-

ing that that lively partnership is 

soon coming to an end.  Yet I thank 

God for the òmixó because it means that we have 

done something significant together, something that 

we can feel good about and something that has really 

mattered. 

 Transitions hopefully are not simply occa-

sions for òmarking timeó ð for  standing in one place 

and just keeping things going.  Time doesnõt stand 

still and neither should we.  

As I have worked with you 

this past year, I have sensed 

that it has not simply been a 

time when I have been involved in helping you say 

goodbye to a faithful servant who spent the past fifteen 

years with you, and then welcoming a new pastor who 

will soon begin his ministry among you.  It has also been 

a time when you have seriously taken a good look at 

who you are as a congregation and where you want to 

go from here.  We have begun the task of reflecting on 

thinking about what it means to move from a òpastoraló 

church to a òprogramó oriented church and what that 

means as we seek new leadership that will help us take 

that important step.  We have also attempted to think 

about moving from a òmembershipó mentality to a 

òdiscipleshipó understanding  of what it means to be 

part of the church.   

 So while the òinterimó has been a time when I 

have provided òservicesó of a sort ð in doing the normal 

things that happen in a congregation ð like leading wor-

ship on Sunday mornings, teaching confirmation and 

introducing Holy Communion as 

well as new Bibles to the younger 

folks, calling on the sick and wel-

coming new members and minis-

tering to the grieving ð it has also 

been a time when we have been 

òon the moveó as a congregation in 

terms of its ministry and its mis-

sion.   Thank you for that!  It has 

been an invigorating time for this 

aging head of mine and I know that I have come out the 

better for it. 

 So with the apostle Paul, I am sincerely òthankful 

for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.ó  

You have been a great blessing to me and I will give 

thanks to God again and again for you all. 

Sincerely, Pastor òDennisó 

A Message from Pastor Dennis  
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òTime doesnôt 

stand still and 

neither should 

we .ó  



This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a promotional 

tool is that you can reuse con-

tent from other marketing ma-

terials, such as press releases, 

market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might be 

to sell your product or service, 

the key to a successful newslet-

ter is making it useful to your 

readers. 

A great way to add useful con-
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

8:30am Quilters 

6:00pm 5th GR 

6:00pm CONF 

7:00pm Praise 
Team 

7:30pm Snr. 
High Youth  

2 
7:00am Menõs 
Bible Study 

5:30pm Lionõs 
Club Meeting  

6:00pm Girl 
Scouts 
(Thomton)  

3 
10:00-Noon 

Parish Nurse 

 

4 
9:00am-10:30 

Birth-Toddlers 
Play Date  
(Youth       
Commons)  

58:00am 
&10:30am  YOUTH 
LED WORSHIP  

9:15am Sunday 
School             
10:45am Childrenõs 
Church            

9:15am Fundraiser 
Breakfast for the 
7th Grade Class  

6 
 
 

6:30pm Chick 
Adventures 

 

7 
 
 

6:00pm YMST 

88:30am 
ROMEOs 

8:30am Women 
of Peace Bible 
Study 

5:30pm Tubing 
Night at Powder 
Ridge 

7:00pm Praise 
Team 

 

9 
7:00am Menõs 
Bible Study 

10 
10:00-Noon 

Parish Nurse 

11 
9:00am-
3:30pm Con-
gregational 
Leaderõs Day at 
Calvary in Will-
mar  

 

12 
8:00am &10:30am   
Worship 

9:15am Sunday 
School             
10:45am Childrenõs 
Church       

1:00pm Assump-
tion Home Com-
munion Worship       

13 
 
 

6:30pm 
Graduation 
Planning 
Meeting 
(Wilbur)  

14 
 
3:15pm Girl 
Scouts 
(Wigham) 

 
 

15 
6:00pm 5th GR 

6:00pm CONF 

7:00pm Praise 
Team 

6:00pm (leave 
from Peace):   

Snr. High Youth 
attend BLOB 17 
at SRRHS  

16 
7:00am Menõs 
Bible Study 

 
6:00pm Girl 
Scouts 
(Thomton)  

17 
10:00-Noon 

Parish Nurse 

18 

19 
8:00am &10:30am   
Worship 

NO Sunday School  
or Childrenõs 
Church  

 9:15am Bible 
Study: MARK                            

20 
Presidentôs Day
ï Office Closed 
 

6:30pm Chick 
Adventures 

21 
 
6:00pm Church  
Council Pizza 
Party  

6:30pm Church 
Council Mtg.  

  

22 
8:30am ROMEOs 

8:30am Quilters 

6:00pm 5th GR 

6:30pm Ash 
Wednesday 
Worship 

7:30pm Snr. 
High Youth 
Parent Meeting  

23 
7:00am Menõs 
Bible Study 

24 
10:00-Noon 

Parish Nurse 

 

5:30pm Family 
Fun Night  

25 
8:00am Home 
Sellerõs Seminar 
(Grady & 
Belinda Ander-
son)  

268:00am 
&10:30am Worship 

9:15am Farewell 
Breakfast 
(Raymond)  

9:15am Sunday 
School             
10:45am Childrenõs 
Church            

27 28 
3:15pm Girl 
Scouts 
(Wigham) 

29 
5:30pm Soup 
Supper 

6:00pm 5th GR 

6:30pm Lenten 
Worship 

7:30pm Snr. 
High Youth  

   

FEBRUARY 2012 

Pastor Dennis is on vacation:                  

January 26-February 12 

For Pastoral Care or Emergencies, please contact 

Pastor Dwaine Bruns or Pastor Linda Lagergren at 

320-363-4232 



Dear members and friends of Peace Lutheran Church, 

You called me to be your pastor.  Iõm all revved up to begin meeting you!  I be-
gin serving you on March 1st.  Iõve been praying for you.  I trust that the Holy 
Spirit is preparing and equipping us to be joy filled witnesses and disciples of 
Christ.  Most of you reading this have not met me or my family.  Heather produced a sharp information piece in 
advance of the congregational meeting on January 8th so you have some basic information.  We are eager to start 
the process of life and ministry among you. 
 

The season of Lent begins February 22nd just when you will be saying farewell to Pastor Dennis.  Recognizing this 
transition, we decided it makes sense for me to set the theme for Wednesday mid- week Lenten worship services.  
Liturgy will be òHolden Evening Prayeró.  Iõve been told you know this liturgy.  I learned this beautiful and con-
templative liturgy in the early 90õs during my first call in Arizona.  Since it has been a decade-and-a-half since Iõve 
sung it, Iõll brush up on the phrasing at the piano. You all will have to carry me along in the flow of this liturgy, 
singing with full voice. 
 

Ash Wednesday worship service focuses on the sign of ashes reminding us of our human mortality and frailty.  
During Lent people of God reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christõs death and resurrection.  What 
seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in which we are washed in Godõs 
mercy and forgiveness. 

 

The remaining five weeks of Lent we will gather around the òThe Sign of Jonahó 
Theme.  Jonahéfor Lent?  Sounds fishy, but itõs a natural fit.  When the Jews asked 
Jesus for a sign, he said, òI will give you only the sign of Jonah.ó (Matthew 12:39-41)  
After three days in the belly of the earth, Jesus rose with news of Godõs amazing 
grace.  This series comes from Creative Communications Publishing and is written 
by Reed Lessing, a professor at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO.  I encourage 
you to read the humorous Story of Jonah, the reluctant prophet, at the end of the 
Old Testament (itõs only 48 verses).  As we follow Jonah on his journey, weõll also 

follow Jesus on his way to the cross. 

If mid-week Lenten services havenõt been a part of your spiritual discipline, I urge you to join us at 6:30pm. 

Yours in Christ,  Pastor Mark Astrup 

This Sunday, Feb. 5th! We have our next Youth Service Sunday! We are 
very excited to have your family join us for our fun worship service. The 
youth have been planning and creating something pretty spectacular. The 
youth will be leading both the 8 & 10:30 services. There will be Elemen-
tary, Confirmation, and Senior high youth involved in the service. Get 
ready for some fun! 

Also, this Sunday will be òwear your sweats to churchó Sunday!  A few 
people in our Peace family are suffering with cancer and often wear sweats to treatments or at home for com-
fort.  This is a way for us to show our support.  It can be a sweatshirt, sweatpants, your favorite football team 
sweatshirt or whatever you feel comfortable in.  

A Message from Pastor Mark Astrup 

Youth Led Worship  
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Lenten Soup Suppers:   

A Farewell Breakfast for Pastor Dennis & Naomi 

Letõs Freshen Up the Web Site! 

It is a Peace Tradition...to gather around the dinner table together 
on Wednesday nights and share in great homemade soups and 
time together!  The first soup supper will be on February 29th at 
5:30pm .  There are sign up sheets in the church lobby if you 
would be willing to bring a pot  of soup, bread or a dessert.   

Having looked at the web sites of other local churches, we have concluded that our web 
site trails the pack.  So, with a new pastor, new building, new programs, itõs time for a new 
web site.  A member family has provided a very generous gift to provide the web design 
expertise.  But the first thing we need is òcontentó.  This includes choosing a design that 
reflects our style, text to provide our story, images that show our people and pro-
grams.  We also need the means to keep the site fresh and new with the latest information. 
In short, we need to be ready to provide content to the designer to give us the impact we 
want.  If you are interested in participating, please contact Jamie Morford: 
jamiem@jmoil.net or the church office: 320- 685-7656.  No technical expertise neces-
sary.  Just some enthusiasm for the People and Programs of Peace. 

How do we bid farewell to a pastor who has loved us well and 

pointed us to Jesus Sunday after Sunday?  We are not sure how 

to do this either, but please join us in attempting to thank Pas-

tor Dennis and Naomi for their humble service to us over the 

last year.   

On Sunday, February 26th between the services the youth will 

host a breakfast and there will be a program recognizing the 

Raymonds.  This will be Pastor Dennisõ last Sunday with us.    
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Thank you, One and All! 
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 As many of you know by now, we have resigned from being the Worship and Music Leaders of the 8:00 
A.M. services.  We had planned to retire in June but felt the Lord leading us to do it now because of the 
church budget situation.  We have been finishing some filing work in January and will be volunteering in 
music and other areas as the Lord leads us in the future.   

We want to thank all of you who have been so supportive of our efforts in leading the Tradition Services at 
Peace.  Our mission was to seek the Lord for new ideas to keep the services alive with His presence.  We 
thank all of you who said yes when asked to minister in music or lead in the opening prayers.  We also thank 
Bette for all the accompaniment work over the years.  When we think back to all of you who stepped up to 
work and develop the sound equipment, the platform area, new music 
and instruments, lighting, chairs, all paid for by music department 
funds and not having to go to general funds, we praise the Lord for all 
of you!   

A special word of thanks goes to Heather.  What an outstanding gift 
she has been to us over the years!  We also thank Pastor Dennis for 
sharing his musical background and wonderful talents with us.  Those 
Tuesday planning sessions will be missed.  Again, thank you, one and 
all! 

Still Singing His Praises, Dave & Clarice Stumo 

Chick Adventures  
Chick Adventures is off to a great start!  If you have been 
unable to attend yet, please do not feel timid to join us for 
our next meeting, we are more than excited to have you 
there. Chick Adventures has been formed to offer an op-
portunity for young women (20s-40s) to come together and 
get to know each other on a deeper level. So often we go 
day to day worrying about everything that needs to get 
done that sometimes we forget to open ourselves up to 
other women who are able to support us and love us 
through many different situations. - This is what our Chick Adventures group is all about! We want to sup-
port one another! Our February meeting times will be  Monday, February 6 and 20, starting at 6:30pm. 
Please feel free to join us! We will continue to talk about faith, love, hardships and LIFE. If you have any 
questions please e-mail me at c.s.schnettler@gmail.com or call my cell (320)-333-9450. Thank you! 

mailto:c.s.schnettler@gmail.com


Elementary Education Pre-School through 5th Grade 
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Check out the Snowball in the Youth 

Commons!   

Our Youth Commons has been taken over by a 

huge Snowball of...Kindness!  As part of our 4-

week unit on Kindness, each week the elementary 

kids have been writing down an act of kind-

ness they have done, or one that has been done to 

them, and adding it to the snowball.  Stop by to see 

the wonderful things happening in our kidsõ livesé

itõs a fantastic display of LOVE that is guaranteed to 

make you smile!    

Infant/Toddler "Peace Playdate" on February 4!  

Attention parents that have Birth - Preschool age children: looking for something fun to do on a Saturday morning?  Bring your little 

ones to the first ever "Peace Playdate" on February 4 from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.!  This will be a special time for your child(ren) to play 

and for you to connect with other parents from Peace!  We'll bring out the toys and have snack time too!  Older siblings are wel-

come.  Plus, we'd like to hear from you!  We're looking at enhancing our ministry to families with young children, so we want to know: 

how can we make the worship experience more meaningful to you?  What services/opportunities can we provide?  How can we as a 

church best meet your needs as parents of infants & toddlers?  If you'd like to share some thoughts regarding any of these areas but 

cannot attend the Peace Playdate on February 4, please send your ideas to Amy at amyleither@yahoo.com.  Thanks so much - hope to 

see you there!    

Youth Service on February 5: All Kids Involved!!  

The next Youth Service at Peace is on February 5 at 10:30, and the elementary students have an important role in this service!  The 

kindergarteners will lead the Sign of Peace, the second graders will lead the Lordõs Prayer, the fourth grade will be writing and reading 

the Prayers of the Church, and ALL the elementary bkids will be singing during the Childrenõs Choir!  It will be fun to see our kids lead 

us in worship ð mark your calendars!  

Tubing Night on February 8!  

Powder Ridge has graciously offered a FUN tubing night again this year! On Wednesday, February 8, the youth will be hosting the Tub-

ing Night for all families at Powder Ridge. The cost per ticket will be $5 (with a cap of $15 per family.) The Tubing Night will start at 

5:30pm and go until 8:30pm (meet at Powder Ridge at 5:30, transportation is not provided). Each Sunday up until the tubing night there 

will be youth in the narthex in between services selling tubing tickets to anyone interested in attending. The funds will go to our youth 

programs. Questions call (320)-333-9450 or e-mail: c.s.schnettler@gmail.com.  (Note: there will be no 5th Grade class on the Tubing 

Night). 

January Service Project: Military Families  

Our January service project was to help out military families!  One local family was brought to our attention: the father is a service-

man with two young children, and they are going through some tough financial times.  Our offering from January will be going to-

wards some necessities for this family (groceries, gas, etc.).  The kids are excited to offer their own "thank you" to this family for 

their service to our country!  A new service project will be voted on for February ð stay tuned!    

Free Family Fun Nite on February 24!   

Mark your calendars for our next monthly Family Fun Nite on Friday, February 24 from 5:30 ð 7:30 p.m.!  This is a free event for all 

families involved in the elementary education program.  Weõre looking at a few different options for this month (open gym or swim-

ming, anyone?) so mark your calendar and stay tuned! 

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  Have a great month! 

Amy Leither 

Elementary Education Coordinator 

320.309.8108 ðor- amyleither@yahoo.com 

Happy February!   

Check out all the things we have in store for you this 

month! 

Calendar at a Glance - see paragraphs below for more info! 

Feb 4: Infant/Toddler Playdate @ 9 a.m. 

Feb 5: Youth Service (K-4) @ 10:30 a.m. 

Feb 8: Tubing Night @ 5:30 p.m. / No 5th Grade Class 

Feb 19: No CC or K-4 Class 

Feb 24: Family Fun Nite @ 5:30 p.m. 

mailto:amyleither@yahoo.com
mailto:c.s.schnettler@gmail.com


òSend Againó regular and Valentines cards are 
available for .50Â-$1.  Theyõre located in the nar-
thex by the front door.  All proceeds go to the 
Peace Youth Group.  Used cards may be placed 
by the card racks.  So 
far this year $48 has 
been raised.  Thank 
you for supporting 
this fund raiser for 
our youth! 

1000 Red River Avenue 

Cold Spring, MN  

Office Phone # 320-685-7656 

Office Fax # 320-685-5960 

Office Email: PEACEelca@clearwire.net 

Pastor Dennisõ Email: pdcr39@gmail.com  

On the Web: www.peacelutherancoldspring.com  

Peace Lutheran Church  

Monday thru Thursday:  

7:30 am to 4:00 pm  

FRIDAYð CLOSED 

òSend Againó Cards 

Scheduling Events at the Church:  
What a difference more space makes!  It has been great to spread out and have 
the ability to host more events at the church.  With added space comes the need 
for organization. If you have a meeting at the church for a Peace related event, 
please contact the church office to reserve the time and space (contact  
information above).   Every church meeting/event needs to be on the calendar.   
 
The church is also a great place to host your community/family events.  In this 
case, please contact the church office for a Facility Use Request Form to be         
reviewed by the church council.   

SAVE THE DATE:  
 Here are some important dates in March that you will want to mark on your calendar:  

 Every Wednesday at 5:30pm Soup Supper, 6:30pm Lenten Worship  

 Sunday, March 4th:  Pastor Markõs first Sunday at Peace 

  11:45am Church Wide Potluck to welcome the Astrup Family 

 Monday, March 5th:  7:00pm Peace Book Club 

 Friday, March 16th:  Family Fun Night  

 Sunday, March 18th:  4th Grade Class receives First Communion  


